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1. Objectives

1. Developmentof a strategyand guidanceon the processof the collectionof information for the

studyon wastemanagementcasesandstructuresin UKportsandharboursthat address

a)passivelyfishedwaste, b) net cuttingsandc)end-of-life nets.

2. Designof and provideguidanceon the implementationof pilots on improvedsustainablewaste

pathwaysfor marinelitter and/or potentialmarinelitter in Fishingfor Litter ports/harbours

3. Write a report on the findingsof the study.

4. Furtherdevelopmenta Fishingfor Litter Hubfor knowledgesharing



2. Approach

1. Establishmentof anorganisationalframework

2. Research,datacollectionandprocessing

(Survey,interviewsandfield visits)

3. Developmentandimplementationof pilots

4. Preparationof a FFL-Hub



3. Research questions addressed were on

1. Organisationalaspects

2. Landingandstorageat port of:

Å passivelyfishedwaste(incl. ALDFG)

Å net cuttingsand

Å end-of life nets(EOLFG)

3. Recyclingof marinelitter

4. Bestpracticesandpilots



4. Actions, a field visit to collect data
Field visit from 26 February until 4 March 2023

Humber estuary + coastline Whitby (N) - Grimsby (S) 

(= Eastern UK, around Hull)



2. Actions

Bridlington harbour

Scarborough harbour



4. Actions and peculiarities

White fish industry largely disappeared from E-UK. Three main choices to fishers:

ÅòBusiness as usualó with lower catches and lower income

ÅChange from catching white fish to òcreeling ó (crab / lobster fishing)

ÅBecome a guard ship for windfarms





2. Actions
Grimsby harbour

(fishing fleet went from 150 - 20 ships)



5.A Key findings on waste management of 
the UK harboursassessed 

1. 23 out of 138 responded to the survey (16.7%)

2. 30% of the harbours participate in a FFL Scheme (57 of which 31 in Engl. and 26 in Scl.

3. 31% of harbours collect passively fished waste.

4. 100% of harbours that collected FFL waste/PFW had skips or a large bin 

5. strong indications that PFW goes into landfill together with other waste streams.

6. 22% of the ports participate in an end-of-life net and net cuttings collection or other 

schemes. 



5.A Key findings on waste management of the UK 
harboursassessed

6. 75%  of the ports that have a system for disposing nets and 

net cuttings

7. Strong indications that collected end-of-life fishing gear and 

net cuttings go into landfill together with other waste 

streams that were collected in port.

8. Crab pots and lobster pots pose a special challenge. 



5.B Key findings of best practices and pilots on marine 
litter upcycling
1. Multiple initiatives in UK on the collection and sustainable 

processing of ML: e.g. Journey Blue Net Collect, OceanPlastic Pots, 

OddysseyInnovation, ØǊǎǘŜŘΩǎcollection of ropes, nets and buoys, 

Plastics@Bay, Refactoryand Yorkshire Wildlife ¢ǊǳǎǘΩǎmarine litter

initiative.

2. All initiatives assessed run because of enthusiastic and very 

dedicated people.

3. The initiatives that shared information all at least target 

plastic parts of nets.

4. The plastic parts of nets are when still useful, being converted 

into new products (Journey Blue and Plastics@Bay).

5. One initiative targets also ropes and buoys (Ørsted)


