2020

2000

1920

1870

1820

1570

1270

HOW FAR BACK

0 . *

l Ns ITL%E EC- U SUEL D ﬁ‘te!geri!rEIIDgelﬁ!’ngua EUROPEUNION
PLASTICS

TRAVEL BEFORE

THEY DEGRADE?

\/uuencg @Clean

Atlantic

v/ /4

7”77

NN
NN
NN
NN\
NN

77777 7777773 7777773

2015

Ireland voted
to approve
same-sex
marriage

2000

_ The world
\ ////« celebrated

s \T the start of

.//(( \\\ the new

millennium

4 4 y
v 4 2 Y y/
A P 4 /| 7 v 7 (777 7
Y Y » y/ / Y l R 2 .\ Y
Y p 7 y/ 2 7 %
/ Y 4 2 y/ Y 7 2 Y A Y z A
L% ) B @ o W ? | @B o) | |
% 4 /| % v y/ 2 v 7 U 2 . %,
%, v %, Y zz, v Y w, 2 7 2 %, > Ly Y
% 7 % y/ 7| 7 %, 2 % Yr11077 1777777 Z
R dll 2 A A A Va P e e
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Sources:
% How long? This is for illustrative purposes only. Real degradation times depend on the type of
plastic & the environmental conditions of exposure. Estimations gathered from various sources.

Note: litter items selected from: Anna Maria Addamo, Perrine Laroche, Georg Hanke, Top Marine Beach
Litter Items in Europe, EUR 292U9 EN, Publications Office of the European Union, Luxembourg, 2017.

I Thevenon, F., Carroll C., Sousa J. (editors), 2014. Plastic Debris in the Ocean: The Characterization of
Marine Plastics & their Environmental Impacts, Situation Analysis Report. Gland, Switzerland: IUCN.

2 Jambeck et al., Plastic waste inputs from land into the ocean, Science, February 20I5.
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