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Green-Schools overview

* Environmental management and award programme,
working with primary and secondary schools across the
country

* FEE programme — Known as Eco-Schools worldwide
* Runningin Ireland for the last 23 years

e 5 core themes for schools to work through - Litter and
Waste, Energy, Water, Travel and Biodiversity
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4000 SCHOOLS OVER 93% OF ALL
SCHOOLS IN IRELAND

o

71,514 TEACHERS 782,661PUPILS




Green-Schools
themes

Global Citizenship Litter and Waste
Global Citizenship Energy

1. Litter and Waste
2. Energy

3. Water

4.  Travel

5. Biodiversity

6.

7.

8.

Next theme... Global Citizenship... water?
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Green-Schools long term strategy
An ideal link to the Global Education element of the programme

Long-term nature of programme
opportunity to measure the impact of education interventions

Marine Strategy Framework Directive cited “Lack of awareness”
as a contributing factor to Marine Litter.

Green-Schools
Programme

Information bookist for schools

Global Citizenship ©
Marine Environment







Three Essential Actions for schools before they can achieve
their Green Flag for the Marine Environment Theme

01

Marine Litter
Awareness Survey

02

Investigate sources
of Marine Litter and
promote an action to
reduce it

03

Take part in
#2minutebeachclean
or
#2minutestreetclean




Interventions to help schools achieve the
Green Flag
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TEACHER ONLINE MARINE NATIONAL
TRAINING RESOURCES FORUMS CONFERENCE




Over 30 seminars
Sept- Oct 2019
What is marine
litter?

How can we prevent
marine litter?

2 week long summer
courses




Wellhuing on the Seashorw - A resoures for Teodhers

Wellbeing on the Seashore

Resources -
Take me.to

. the beach
e www.greenschoolsireland.org —
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THE PROBLEM WITH PLASTIC



http://www.greenschoolsireland.org/

Step 5 of 7: Curriculum links ?

writing ' '
Languages
Materials
(plastics)

Geography

Climate

. change
Interaction

of litter and chan
: experiments
animals .

4

Natural
environments

Poster Awareness '
. . competition campaigns
Living things P palg

Env.,

awareness
and care



* Brought the coast to the classroom
I School Workshops « Visited 20 schools



Life Below Water Forums




Green-Schools National Marine Environment
Conference




Marine Litter Marine Life on the
and Wildlife \EININEIS Rocky Shore

Microplastics

Fishing and
the Marine MENIRNERLS
Environment

Wellbeing at
the Seashore
















St. Clare’s Primary School,
Harolds Cross

* This school called on their school community
to take part in a plastic challenge.

* They first asked parents to collect all their
plastic packaging for one week and bring it to
school

* The students created a visual display of all the
plastic that was collected by the wider school
community, it was shocking

* Then they introduced the plastic challenge ...

Our Plastic Mountain




#V&
“'&a

Save Our Seas !T
#PlasticChallenge -

+ No single use plastic 7
purchased for one week . %

or

- No purchase of anything
containing the Top 4:
(Plastic bottles, bags,

sweet wrappers or
plastic lids)
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Save Our Seas !L
#PlasticChallenge e

Join us in trying the #plasticchallenge

| X

X

Kate Liston : | _ '
Off to do shopping. Let's ¢ Kate Liston (o« siondubl
[E00/C0 ApcHoone #plasticchallenge

Alex O'Reilly

Epic fail Tesco

~tnlarael1 N
#stclares1803

T

St. Clare's Primary
#plasticchallenge Do aw
without buying any of the
waste products: plastic w
bottles, bags and lids!

: Alex O'Reilly
istetares1803 9 things no plastic #
plastic challenge

y X 3



2018-2019 Marine Litter Awareness Survey Results

What % of staff and
students have
heard of the term
‘marine litter’?




What % can list
three sources of
marine litter?




What % can list
three reasons why
marine litter is bad

for the marine
environment ¢




What % can list
three ways we can
prevent Marine
Litter entering the
Marine
Environment?




Teacher Feedback

“We are now aware of how we can have a positive
and negative impact on the marine environment
even though we do not live on the coast.” Rahara NS,
Roscommon

“Pupils feel that they are part of a world- wide
movement.” Scoil Qilibhéir, Cork

“I received lots of positive comments from staff,
children and parents that since they became more
aware of marine litter and plastic pollution, they are
more conscious of buying products with less plastic
and are making a better effort to use reusable cups,
bags etc.” Scoil Chroi Naofa, Athenry




Seakeepers Project

* Increase students’ knowledge of marine
biodiversity through focusing on a small
number of native Irish species.

* By increasing students’ knowledge of and
interest in marine life, they will develop a
personal appreciation for the coasts and will
be inspired to make more sustainable choices
as they grow older.

* Baseline survey before any learning of
species takes place

* Six key native Irish marine species
* Lessons plans and games

* Repeat Survey




Our Seas Our Future

Competition

Vaswipg mad el Choverrmnes

Did you know that Ireland’s seas are
seven times larger than our landmass?
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Create an A3 poster to show what A ,
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What have we learned?

* Kids love to hear from their peers
* Important to keep the messages positive when you can

* When students learn about how amazing the marine
environment is, they are more likely to connect with it and
want to protect it
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