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Why modelling? Imagine you want to clean the Ocean of plastics

• Where do they go?

• How can we find
them?

• Do different debris
go to different
places?
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Modelling litter vs modelling fluid

We require the notion of a Tracer – a physical 
quanta.

Tracers can be subjected to 
• Currents 
• Waves 
• Wind

Used for contained scenarios such as oil spills.



Numerical modelling of Marine Litter



CleanAtlantic Work Package 6 – what is it?

Objective:
The aim of this WP is to develop sub regional or regional maps
of hotspots of floating litter, based on models mapping of
circulation of floating masses of marine litter, and
identification of hotspots of accumulation on coastal areas and
the role of prevailing currents and winds.

Partners:
• IST, CETMAR, INTECMAR, USC, IEO, DGRM, DROTA, IFREMER,

Cedre, CEFAS, IMI, ARDITI



CleanAtlantic Work Package 6 – preliminary results

Showing you several working scales, from the oceanic to the harbour
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